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Â This dynamic introductoryÂ book takesÂ readers on a vivid exploration into the major musical

cultures of the world by first presenting a lively vignette of a musical occasion, and then placing that

occasion in the context of a general description of the society and musical culture.Â Â KEY TOPICS

The book divides the world into ten major culture areasâ€”and devotes a chapter to each, exploring

the musical cultures of such fascinating lands as India, the Middle East, Indonesia, Sub-Saharan

Africa, and Latin America. The presentation features a synthetic treatment of musical life and ideas

about music, musical style, music history, and musical instruments; briefly describes additional

musical genres or contexts; and considers recent developments.  For individuals interested in the

music of the world.  Â  Â  Â  Â  Â  Â 
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Rented it for class, didn't know this book normally hase 3 cd's. I need them for class, but (as far as I

know) you don't get the cd's when renting. So know that before you rent the book.

The narration of this book is based more on the opinion and story of the author rather than an

informative textbook. I only bought this book because it was required for one of my classes,

otherwise, I would not have even considered it at all.

This was the required text from my Music History III, World Music class this last semester. The



professor used it because it was cheap and he hadn't yet adjusted the his curriculum for the 6th

edition.Pros: This book is very good in the fact that each chapter is by a ethnomusicologist

specializing in their personal area of study. Therefore the book is filled with first hand accounts that

are quite detailed and interesting.Cons: Strange miss prints and the flow of the book is a little

puzzling (things that are corrected in the 6th edition).Bottom Line: If you want to learn about world

music cheap buy this book (DO NOT FORGET THE CD's THEY ARE IMPORTANT). If your prof is

requiring you to get the 6th edition and you think the 5th will be cheaper, then your screwing

yourself over.

Has all the instruments and music from all of the cultures from around the world. I bought it for my

music class and I had to read every page and know every instrument that each culture plays. Some

of the names of instruments are extremely hard to remember for tests and quizzes. In the end I

passed my class, but I feel If I read more I could of done better.

The book is story-like, I am not a fan of that style as I prefer the authors get straight to the point

when writing on diverse topics. The chapters are fairly lengthy, but it was everything I needed for a

class that required this book

This book come as described, it's is a good book and shows everything the newest versions show

but with a very good price (and the product were new).

The book came with a large cut through it, almost like a box cutter sliced the cover and first couple

pages. Very disappointed in the way I received the book to rent for the semester
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